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SUBJECT: ATTACHMENT OF SOVIET SHIP IN THE CANAL ZONE 

SUMMARY: SOVIET CARGO SHIP WILLIAM POSTER WAS ATTACHED 
BY US MARSHALL OCTOBER 12 ON COMPLAINT BY TWO CHILEAN 
COMPANIES. SHIP IS PRESENTLY AT BALBOA MORINGS AND 
SHOULD TRANSIT THE CANAL OCTOBER 13. IT WILL BE HELD 
AT CRISTOBAL ANCHORAGE IF BOND IS NOT ALREADY SET. 

BASED UPON PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE IN CASES INVOLVING 
SOVIET SHIPS, CANAL ZONE AUTHORITIES EXPECT SOVIETS 
TO POST BOND AND SHIP TO PROCEED WITHOUT DELAY. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. AT 1:15 PM FRIDAY OCTOBER 12, THE U.S. MARSHALL 
ATTACHED THE SOVIET MW WILLIAM POSTER WHICH WAS AT 
THAT TIME IN THE PACIPIC OUTER ANCHORAGE. THE SHIP 
HAS SINCE BEEN MOVED TO THE BALBOA MOORING AND IS EX- 
PECTED TO TRANSIT THE CANAL SATURDAY. IT WILL BE HELD AT 
ANCHOR IN CRISTOBAL HARBOR UNTIL A BOND IS POSTED OR THE 
COMPLAINT IS SATISFIED OR DISMISSED. 
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2. TWO CHILEAN FIRMS, A TEXTITLE MANUFACTURER AND A 
COPPER COMPANY, HAVE CHARGED THAT THE WILLIAM FOSTER 
WAS TO HAVE DELIVERED TO VALPARAISO 125 TONS OF ELECTROLITIC 
ZINC AND 2000 BAGS OF CAPROLACTAM, A POWDER USED IN THE 
MANUFACTURE OF NYLON THREAD. THE COMPANIES CLAIM THAT 
THEY HAD PAID ALL EXPENSES IN FULL. 

3. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE LOCAL SHIPPING AGENT, C. 

FERNIE AND COMPANY, HAS CABLED LENINGRAD FOR INSTRUCTIONS. 
A LOCAL ATTORNEY, DAVID ROBLES, IS REPRESENTING THE SOVIET 
CLIENT. 

4. IN RECENT ATTACHMENTS INVOLVING SOVIET SHIPS, CANAL 
ZONE AUTHORITIES REPORT THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE MADE NO 
CLAIM OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY BUT HAVE PREFERRED TO POST 
BOND QUIETLY AND HAVE THE SHIP CONTINUE ITS VOYAGE. AS 
THE CLAIM IS RELATIVELY SMALL, THIS WOULD OBVIOUSLY BE THE 
MOST ADVANTAGEOUS COURSE OF ACTION. 

COMMENT: IN VIEW OF SOVIET SENSITIVITY TO THE POSSI- 
BILITIES FOR PROPAGANDA AGAINST THE NEW CHILEAN REGIME, 
POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS COULD ENCOURAGE THE SOVIET 
GOVERNMENT TO CHOOSE INSTEAD A CONFRONTATION ON THE 
ISSUE OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY. THE FACT THAT A CUBAN 
VESSEL IS PRESENTLY ANCHORED IN GATUM LAKE UNDER 
ATTACHMENT FOLLOWING A SIMILAR COMPLAINT PRESENTED 
BY A CHILEAN FIRM MAY HAVE SOME INFLUENCE UPON THE 
SOVIET DECISION. A REFUSAL TO POST A BOND COULD ALSO 
PROVOKE THE PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT TO CONDEMN THE USG 
FOR ITS POLICY OF "HARASSING INTERNATIONAL SHIPPING," 

AS THE GOP PROTESTED UPON THE ATTACHMENT OF THE CUBAN 
SHIP. 

SAYRE 
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